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STUDENTS SPEAK HONESTLY ABOUT
VOTING IN THE 2020 ELECTIONS
by Carlos Holguin
SEE ELECTION n PAGE 3
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People wait in line outside of the Arcata Community Center to cast their ballots on Election Day November 3

Baseball clubs across California come together
Club baseball organizations from the CSU system discuss COVID-19 obstacles
by Justin Celotto

Photo by Liam Warner
A Humboldt State pitcher delivers the pitch during the Jacks club baseball game on Sept. 28th, 2019 at the Arcata Ball
Park.
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Humboldt State University club
teams are not the only ones having issues with recruiting and getting on the
field. Baseball clubs across the Cal State
system came together to discuss the
cancellations of their seasons due to
COVID-19.
Most teams present have been unable to do anything in-person due to
quarantine. Players from University of
San Francisco came up with a unique
idea to combat restricted field access.
Alex Bradshaw, a member of the USF
baseball club, is able to practice with his
teammates because of a homemade batting cage.
“Saul Diaz [a member of USF baseball] was able to build a homemade
batting cage that some of us are able to
meet up at and hit some balls,” Bradshaw said. “There are only about five of
us on the team right now so no rules are
broken and we are doing our part in social distancing.”
HSU athletic clubs aren’t the only
ones getting the short end of the stick
when it comes to not being able to get
on the field.
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A person exits the Arcata Community Center on Election Day after casting their ballot on Nov. 3.

ELECTION
FROM PAGE 1
Students at Humboldt State University took the steps to cast their
ballots in the 2020 presidential election.
For some, like Alejandra Sanchez,
it was the first election she could vote
in. Sanchez, a criminology major,
was not optimistic about what a second term for President Trump would
mean.

“Being a woman and being brown,
four more years...four more years
would not be the best for me,” Sanchez said.
Sanchez felt especially disappointed in the Democratic party candidates. She believed the Democratic
party could have done better.
“In my eyes, we were settling for
Biden,” Sanchez said. “It’s just like
horrible and slightly less horrible, either way you vote it’s not that great.
I’m sure there will be little differences that do help.”
The 2020 election painted Biden
as a candidate voters settled for, or
defensively voted for in strong dissent of a reelection.
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Maia Nguyen, a wildlife major, believed Biden is not the strongest or
most ideal Democratic party candidate. In comparison to Trump, Biden
offers more promising initiatives like
environmental advocacy.
“We definitely settled for him as
democrats, but I would feel better
with him as a president,” said Nguyen. “Someone who takes clean energy
and the environment more seriously
than Trump does.”
While Nguyen was not old enough
to vote in 2016, she made sure to cast
her vote early for the 2020 election.
Nguyen emphasized how the past
presidential term has been difficult
to witness.
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“As a wildlife major, it meant a lot
of disappointment overall,” Nguyen said. “You can see terrible things
happening and people not listening
to scientists. Just a disappointment
overall, I would say.”
On the subject of the 2020 election, Nguyen looked at how future
presidents would affect her fields of
study. She mentioned the discrediting effects a less science focused
presidency could bring.
“Honestly, I’ve been thinking
about that a lot, and I would say that
it would be harder in my field,” said
Nguyen. “Our funding comes from
government funding so if we had
pushback, my work would be affected, and a lot of pushback for us because people wouldn’t want to work
with scientists.”
Tayler Reedy, a child development
major, voted in 2016 but felt a personal need to vote in the 2020 election and defend communities Trump
harms.
“Well for me personally, with everything that Trump has done with
immigration and everything he has
said, as someone who is a bisexual
woman and person of color it’s a little
scary to see how he treated everyone
in those categories,” Reedy said.
Reedy echoed the overarching assumption that a vote for Biden was
simply a defensive vote against a
Trump reelection.
“I feel like Biden is more accepting
of people like that. He’s not my favorite,” Reedy said. “I was more about
Elizabeth Warren at the time, but
I feel like he’ll do a better job than
Trump.”
California polls close at 8 p.m.,
with the state historically leaning
Democratic. While initial election
results may be called on Nov. 3, the
New York Times states that approximately nine of the 50 states will have
final results in by noon the day after
the election.

HSU creates election coping resources for students
Post election assistance for those who feel anxious about the future of the country
by Elise Fero
From educational campaigns across
social media to election dialogues, Humboldt State University provides students
with resources despite the difficulty of
being virtual. Check It! and Associated
Students are working to give students

nity action. Despite your preferred outlet, we want to help you be prepared.”
Two election follow ups by Counseling and Psych Services, Associated Students, and the Dean of Students Office
will meet on Nov. 4 at 5 p.m. and Nov. 12

“No matter which way this goes, there is going
to be stress and anxiety and anger on both and
on either side, not exclusively because of the
outcome, but becuase of the whole process.”
-Moly Kresl, student life coordinator

the counseling and services they need.
Students can also learn ways to keep
themselves and others safe while taking
part in community action. Faculty from
Native American studies, history and
environmental law will host a panel to
discuss the history of elections, social
change movements and impacts.
“Our purpose and our responsibility is here to educate students about the
importance of voting and why to vote,
and then providing them the space if and
when they need to or want to decompress,” said Kresl.
Dean of Students Eboni Turnbow
sent an email to students Oct. 30 to remind and students of HSU’s resources
for the election.
“We encourage our students to exercise their First Amendment rights in a
safe and healthy way,” Turnbow said in
an email. “For some this is on social media, others through dialogue with family
and friends, and others through commu-

at noon to discuss anxiety and fear following the election.
El Centro, the LatinX center will discuss the elections this Fri., Nov. 6 at 3
p.m. as well.
HSU also created the HSU Votes website to give students resources and information regarding voting and to give students resources while social distancing.
“No matter which way this goes, there
is going to be stress and anxiety and
anger on both and on either side, not
exclusively because of the outcome but
because of the whole process,” said HSU
Student Life Coordinator Molly Kresl.
CAPS has drop-in hours on Wednesday and a crisis hotline for students who
are experiencing any emotions post election, or if they just need to talk.
Additionally, a virtual tool-kit has
been created for students that provides
information about self care, difficult dialogues, election education, resources
and how to navigate emotions and stress

during and after elections.
“At the core of it is for students to
know that we see them, we recognize
them, and we value them,” said Kresl.
HSU has recommended, not mandated, faculty to limit assignments if they
can, check in with students and provide
resources within their class. HSU recommended groups and organizations
exercise activities this week to provide
support to students.
“Remember, feeling overwhelmed is
human and natural, so using these vital resources is important to self-care,”
Turnbow said in the email.
Despite the election results, students
are reminded that their vote matters,
and HSU will be ready to support them
in any way they feel and react.
Wrenna Williams is a forestry and
restoration major who is taking a gap

year due to COVID-19. Williams voted
and expressed the anxiety that followed,
but won’t use HSU’s services due to it
being strictly available for students currently enrolled.
“Especially if I was living on campus
still, I would totally go use those services.
They’re great,” said Williams.
Carlos Ochoa-Silvas, a freshman at
HSU, mailed in his voting ballots a few
weeks ago and expressed concern toward
the election, the aftermath and riots. He
said he would think about reaching out
to HSU’s services if he felt too anxious.
“I definitely think that it’s important
for people who are more sensitive about
the topic or people who want to express
how they feel with the community and
see other people’s views,” Ochoa-Silvas
said.

Photo by Carlos Holguin
Voters line up at the Acrcata Community Center on Nov. 3 to cast their ballot for the 2020
presidential election. While citizens were mailed ballots months earlier, some chose to vote in
person instead.
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Dismal
democracy
The Lumberjack editorial staff comments on
America’s flawed electoral system

As the world watches the United
States 2020 election results, waiting
for our pseudodemocratic process to
churn out a new president, historically unprecedented voting methods misrepresents the reported Election Day
results.
A common misconception surrounding the democratic voting process is
that a casted ballot directly counts toward and impacts the presidential election. However, the reality is that every
individual’s vote doesn’t hold the same
amount of power or equitable value.
The power and value behind your
vote is entirely dependent on where
you live. Because the electoral college
ultimately chooses the president, not
the people, the real value of your vote
is determined by the ratio of individual
votes to electoral votes in each state.
For example, California has a population of about 39.5 million. We have
55 electoral votes, one for each of our
congressional representatives. That
works out to about 718,000 people per
electoral vote. Wyoming has a population of about 579,000. They have three
electoral votes. Only one from their
representative in the house, but two
from their representatives in the senate like every other state. That works
out to about 193,000 people per electoral vote. If you’re from California, a
Wyoming presidential vote is worth 3.7
times the amount of yours. The story is
the same for many of the less populated
states.
The voting process falsely validates
casted ballots and ultimately undermines votes through the electoral
college’s overriding casted vote. Ultimately, you’re not directly voting for a
presidential candidate, you’re informing the decision of the electors who do.
Within battleground states, Democrats are sending in more mail-in
ballots than their Republican counterparts. The New York Times estimates
that 64 million mail in ballots were cast
in this election, nearly three times the
amount cast in the 2016 election. While
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COVID-19 played a significant factor in
the disparity, pushes came from Democratic candidates across the nation to
gain momentum moving into Election
Day.
Due to mail-in ballots accounting
anywhere from 20-50 percent of the
votes in different states, we may not
know actual election results until days
after election night. States, such as
North Carolina, are planning to accept
ballots postmarked on election night
until Nov. 12. Some states have relatively small margins of difference, which
could result in swing states prolonging
the definitive results of the election.
Additionally, the United States
leaves self-declared territories, for
example Guam and the Dominican
Republic, neglected in the political
process and without influence in the
choice of US president. The same could
be said for the millions of American citizens who have been deprived of their
right to vote because of the criminal
justice system. This imbalance significantly alters the demographic of voting
participants, therefore not valuing or
accounting for every community’s perspective.
This disparity leads to presidents
with less votes defeating their opponents, or candidates never getting a
clear majority.
While the Lumberjack staff believes
the US’s democratic process is deceitful in terms of transparency, we do
not agree or echo any of Trump’s sentiments that discredit voting. Instead,
we believe his spewing of misinformation contributes to the detriment of the
country’s Democratic Republic status.
The US glamorizes its democratic
facade as legitimate, straight forward
and for the people, however, systemic
strategies have displaced and deprived
American citizens of their Constitutional right to vote. Between systemic imbalance of the electoral college,
active voter suppression and unequal
voter representation, our democracy is
rooted in unequal representation.

How much was your presidential vo

American democracy isn’t as simple as one person, one vote. The dispropor
of electoral votes means some votes are worth more than others.
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One vote
in Texas
is worth
only .94
of a
California
vote
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This is your vote.
With so few
electors relative
to the population,
your vote is worth
less than votes in
almost every other
state.
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News Editor Carlos Holguin explains why he is
worried about the next four years
by Carlos Holguin

I remember sitting with my Dad on
Nov. 3, 2016, and silently watching the
election results come in.
It was his first election, having just
become a United States citizen after
years of being a permanent resident.
He was always on the outside looking
in, encouraging everyone in the house
to vote every primary and general election.
The happiness I saw earlier in the
day when he cast his first ballot was
drained away with each new state’s results.
After Michigan’s results were announced I decided to call it, having to
go to bed with the knowledge that the
country let my father down. He stayed
up until the last states were called, going to bed with the belief that the country he loved so much did not love him
back.
For the next four years, that haunting realization would rear its head on
more and more frequent occasions.
Red hats and flags striking fear, hate
speech spray painted on the walls and
yelled from passing trucks. Fourth of
July celebrations were spent inside in
fear of violence.
With those grim reminders came the
terrifying conclusion that nothing was
going to change. Every few months a
new scandal would come and go, ones
that would end ordinary presidencies,
and I would become more scared of the
responses from his followers locally
and nationally.
No matter who wins the presidency
in this current election, I, along with
many other Latinx and BIPOC around
the country, am still going to be scared.
Scared of the possible violence that may
come with whatever the results may be.
Since the announcement of his campaign, President Trump has had an uncanny way of bringing hate and vitriol
to the surface. For some it was a wake
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Four more
years of fear

Editor’s note: the following
content uses sensitive language
that may upset readers.

ote worth?
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up call to what America really was, but
for the rest of us it was nothing new.
The quiet parts were just being spoken
out loud.
It may be an uncomfortable truth for
some, but one that many in my place
have faced. The United States will also
be a land knee deep in the blood of a
racist history that still stirs trouble into
the modern day.
A history of scapegoating Latinx
people with things like Operation Wetback, where over a million Latinx people were forcibly removed in the largest
mass deportations in US history, and
its everlasting effects on the immigration system that cages asylum seekers.
It is reflected in the of killing Indigenous tribes under the guise of Manifest
Destiny and the unjust killing of Black
people at the hands of police brutality.
That’s not something that can be put
back under the floorboards of this nation.
Hate that strong never fades away. It
won’t under a Biden presidency, it certainly won’t under a Trump presidency.
It will continue to fester, divide and instill fear into the marginalized masses
across the nation.
I remember one of the first nights
after moving to Arcata and going to
the store late at night to buy supplies
for a bonfire. The cashier, who was so
friendly to my friend turned to me, the
warmth from his face fading and said,
“what do you want, boy?”
A few months back a stranger driving by called me a wetback as I stood on
the corner waiting to cross the street.
Both times I continued along as
much I could without letting it show,
much like I did when I heard those
same words and comments at age 8, 15,
18 and every year since.
It’s the same words that I expect to
hear after Nov. 3, as the country once
again reveals its true colors. Every year
of my life the United States has refused
to face the consequences of the past to
create a future where I, and others in
my position, won’t be scared every four
years.
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Film Department loses budget and resources
Annual Humboldt
International Film
Festival proceeds
without a budget
by Brianne Beronilla
Ann Alter is chair of the film program at Humboldt State University.
She and other film professors significantly adjusted their instruction to
the new format of virtual learning.
The department typically relies on inclass teaching, specifically, access to
a film set.
“Everything is modified,” Alter
said. “The scope of classes, student
activities, interactions between students and faculty, teaching, assignments, grading, equipment and facilities access and even the films we
are able to show in our film studies
classes.”
Professor David Scheerer is also
frustrated with the uncertainty of
online teaching and how its affecting
students’ education.
“Teaching the incredibly complex
and aesthetically challenging on-set
techniques of the filmmaking process
is virtually impossible,” Scheerer said.
“There is no other way but hands-on
instruction to teach students the actual professional practices in order
to prepare them for post-graduation
reality.”
Teachers are still requiring students to work with a partner to complete assignments, expecting them to
follow safety precautions.
Bodhi Kim-Foulk, a senior film
student, transferred to HSU in the
fall of 2019. He believes working with
another student will help him in the
long run.
“It’s probably for the best that we
still have to find a way to work with
others, because the pandemic is ultimately going to end at some point
and overcoming obstacles in production is what filmmaking is all about,”
Kim-Foulk said. “Learning to confront these challenges can only make
us more resilient as artists.”
Despite frustrations, Scheerer does
what he can to look positively on the
situation.
“I have turned a lemon into lem-

Senior film student Jailyn Laue attends flimmaking 1 in the John Van Duzer Theater on Sept. 28.

onade by making this an excellent
exercise in solving an entirely new series of practical production problems,
while students must also solve the
‘usual’ creative problems to tell their
story,” Scheerer said.
Kylie Holub is a transfer student
film major. With less time spent on
socializing, Holub has had the opportunity to focus more on screenwriting.
“It’s all about finding the silver
lining in what we have to work with,”
Holub said. “This is a crazy time to be
alive and a crazy semester we are experiencing right now. But, filmmaking and writing films, I can say, have
been a major component for keeping
my spirits up.”
The film program has also experienced a lack of mentoring opportunities this semester for beginning students. Not having access to work on
a film set has been detrimental. According to Alter, this historically been
a key strength of the film program.

Additionally, the department’s annual Humboldt International Film Festival, a tradition dating back 53 years
at HSU, was given no budget this year
because of the pandemic.
Michelle Cartier is a lecturer and
first year coordinator of the festival.
The budget issue has forced Cartier
and their team to improvise a creative
strategy to keep the event going. As of
now, the festival is planned for April
22-25, 2021.
The student run event includes
four different categories of films:
Experimental and Animation, Narrative, Documentary and Best of the
Fest. For 2021, they’ve added new
categories including COVID-19, Black
Lives Matter and LGBTQ+.
While the event has been held at
the Minor Theater for several years,
access to the Minor Theater is in
question due to funding. The festival team is considering other options
including drive-ins, a virtual format
and other live venues.

Photo by Kellie Jo Brown

Along with the impacts on students’ education, the lack of resources is affecting opportunities for students post-graduation.
“When [a student] gets to work on
a professional film production, they
have something meaningful to put on
their resume,” Alter said.
Film students and instructors
avoid filming in crowded areas, keep
their crews small and reduce the
number of actors they work with. If
anything, the pandemic has helped
students become more creative and
resourceful in the way they tell their
stories.
“HSU film students are resilient,
passionate about film, and they have
important, wacky, scary, adventurous, romantic, informative and moving cinematic stories to share with the
world,” Alter said. “We will continue
doing this in a safe and meaningful
way through all the challenges that
this pandemic is bringing for everyone.”

Students contemplate not returning for spring semester
HSU reverts exclusivey to online instruction on Nov. 9 and students aren’t happy
by Dakota Cox
As Humboldt State University
transitions back to exclusively utilizing online instruction starting Nov. 9,
students return home for the holiday
season. Traveling students are faced
with the difficult decision to return to
campus for the spring semester.
Diego Celis is a cellular molecular
biology major with two semesters left

until graduation. Celis has off-campus housing and a kitchen job in
Humboldt. He expects to return for
next semester after spending the holidays with family.
“I think my biggest incentive [to
come back] is definitely just to have
my freedom up here,” Celis said. “I
do have family back home, but I can’t
move back home because I have a
dog and my family is all split up, so

Photo by Dakota Cox
The empty halls of Gist, as they will remain for the rest of the year, on Nov. 3.

there’s not really anywhere that I can
move back to.”
Online instruction had a significant impact on Celis’ education which
reflected most prominently in his
grades. He felt online learning created a disconnect between lecturers,
students and information retention.
“I hate it. I hate it so much,” Celis
said. “It’s not immersive. It’s pretty
disconnected. They’re just sending
you information and your absorbing
it all as best you can, kind of teaching
yourself.”
Judith Escobar, a zoology major,
originally decided to come to HSU
because of its positive reputation regarding hands-on learning. Escobar
has found online learning especially
obstructive to her education and lab
work.
“I can’t really learn how to work
with the tools and the instruments
correctly,” Escobar said. “Right now,
for chemistry and biology I’m just
looking at my professors doing the
lab and it doesn’t really do me any
justice.”
Diego Naranjo, freshman at HSU,
lives in the dorms. Naranjo feels the
greatest impact from online learning
on the lack of social interaction with
classmates.
“Online has been pretty tough,”
Naranjo said. “I think socially, I kind

of depend on going in class and having a different setting, so that’s been
really difficult.”
Without any in-person classes this
semester, Naranjo feels disappointed
in the college experience currently offered by HSU.
“I kind of thought there would still
be activities that are encouraged,”
Naranjo said. “I just wish there was
more stuff going on.”
Despite the experience falling short
of Naranjo’s expectations, the times
he spends mingling with like-minded learners, makes him grateful he
choose to come to Humboldt.
“My head space has changed and
my mentality towards school has
changed a lot,” Naranjo said. “Being up here has definitely changed
my perspective on a lot of stuff that
I don’t think I would’ve had, had I
stayed in my hometown.”
Naranjo plans to return to Humboldt in the spring, after heading
home for the holidays.
“[Learning online] really taught
me how valuable in-person stuff is
and human connection is,” Naranjo
said. “I don’t think this is gonna end
any time soon, so I just hope that the
school gets better at moving with it,
rather than kind of waiting it out for
things to go back to normal, which it
seems like is happening right now.”
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Humboldt State Hall Of Fame Inductees
Hall of Fame nominees
for class of 2020 and
2021 announced
by Sabrina Ochoa
Humboldt State University’s Department of Athletics announced the Hall of
Fame nominees for the classes of 2020
and 2021.
The class of 2020 inductees are Laura
Champ, Heather Johnston, Scott Peters,
Lisa Petty, Lyndon Rowells and Chrissy
Stalf.
The class of 2021 inductees are Nicholas Bawden, Bridget Berg, Dan Collen,
Katie Harris, Staci Self, Anetra Torres,
Zack Weinberger and the 1976 Men’s
Cross Country team.
Chrissy Stalf, softball, 2010, was very
excited and felt honored to be inducted
into HSU’s Hall Of Fame.
“There are many great athletes in the
Hall Of Fame as we speak and being considered one of them is an honor,” Stalf
said in an email.
Stalf is upset her head coach, Frank
Cheek, would be unable to attend the induction ceremony due to his recent passing. Cheek recalled how a few years after
finishing her career at HSU, Cheek was
going to write her a nomination for the

Hall Of Fame. She felt honored to hear
that from him.
Stalf enjoyed playing softball in the
middle of the Redwoods and felt no other campus could compete with the surrounding view while playing. The town
would come out to support the softball
team, win or loss.
“When you walked around town, they
knew who we were,” Stalf said. “I am
proud to say I am a Lumberjack Alumni!”
Lyndon Rowells, football, 2010-2011,
felt humbled and honored to be recognized for all the hard work he put into
playing the sport he loves. Rowells found
out that he was being inducted into the
Hall Of Fame. Rowells said his favorite
thing to do while playing football was
winning.
“Scoring a touchdown was fun and all
but it meant nothing if we didn’t get the
victory,” Rowells said in an email.
Lisa Petty felt honored to be inducted
into the 2020 HSU Hall of Fame after
being a member of the women’s basketball team. It reminds Petty that the work
ethic she put into playing basketball was
worth it.
“Athletes spend countless hours practicing and working towards their goals so
to be recognized for one of the greatest
achievements in sports, is truly humbling to me,” Petty said in an email.
Petty found out a couple of weeks
ago when former HSU Interim Athletics Director Tom Trepiak gave her a call.
During one of her final press conferences

Photo courtesy Lisa Petty

of her career at Humboldt, Trepiak was
the one who had mentioned to Petty that
maybe one day they will see her in the
Hall of Fame. Petty thought it was a joke.
“To get the news from him, someone
who cheered me on during my entire career, was a gift,” Petty said.
Petty’s favorite thing when she played
at HSU was the camaraderie with her
teammates and coaching staff. She said
she made lifelong friends and connections at Humboldt.
“During games, we went to war to-

gether,” Petty said. “We battled and left
everything we had on the floor and that’s
the one thing I always look back on and
am beyond grateful for.”
Petty is grateful for the opportunity to
play competitively for the Lumberjacks.
“I am competitive in nature,” Petty
said. “It didn’t matter if it was practice or
in a game, I was out to win and I would
do whatever I could to get the job done.
But again, over the years, the relationships and the friendships I developed are
some of my most cherished memories.”

Justin Turner exposes the World Series to COVID-19
by Thomas Lal
Justin Turner didn’t need to be the
story in the wake of the Dodgers’ first
World Series victory in 32 years. Instead
here we are, wondering what sort of, if
any, punishment Major League Baseball
will decide to hand down to Turner after

he decided to run out onto the field to
celebrate with his teammates and their
families after he learned he had tested
positive for COVID-19.
Putting aside my own feeling about
the Dodgers as a Giants supporter, this is
simply not fair to LA fans who have been
waiting for this day for so long. When the
Major League Baseball Players Associa-

tion made the decision to work with the
MLB to host the playoffs at neutral sites
in a partial bubble, all players became
responsible for trying to maintain that
bubble.
Turner was removed from the game
at the start of the eighth inning after a
previously inconclusive test result returned back as a positive. He remained
in isolation until the game ended, even
tweeting and acknowledging that he had
COVID-19.
Turner still returned to the field,
however against MLB regulations, and
hugged his teammates and their family
members. He even sat down next to Dave
Roberts, the Dodgers general manager,
who has survived Hodgkin lymphoma in
the past, to pose for a team photo with
the trophy while neither of them were
wearing masks.
It’s not unreasonable to expect an
adult to follow guidelines they agreed to.
Turner’s actions were selfish and unreasoned. It is one thing to be among teammates who you’ve been in close contact
with for months, but Turner could have
also exposed several people to COVID-19

who may not have even known that he
tested positive.
It’s more disappointing to see Turner
take these actions after having previously served on the MLBPA executive board.
Prior to the Dodgers beginning their
postseason run, Turner even spoke about
how responsible players were taking
safety precautions and how that allowed
this whole postseason to even happen.
It is understandable that Turner
wanted to celebrate with his teammates.
Those guys participated in a tough season with no fans and came out on top
together. Turner is an everyday player,
and it would have been doubtlessly difficult for him to not be on that field with
his teammates. But, at the end of the
day, that’s what every one of those guys
signed up for.
His teammates will likely support
him always in this matter but Turner’s
actions have cast all of baseball in a bad
light. For two consecutive seasons now
the attention will be placed on the MLB
to see what decision they make, this time
regarding any potential punishment for
Turner following their investigation.

Robert Rocha, president of Long
Beach State University’s baseball club,
has been working hard with his university to get the team back to practicing.
“Up until two weeks ago there was no
chance of us getting back on the field,”
Rocha said. “ Then I received and email
last week with guidelines for practice
from a representative of the NCAA that
I sent to club sports and they are reviewing the situation right now.”
During the meeting, Martin Gordillo,
president of HSU’s baseball club, questioned if club teams would compete in
the spring season, some were hesitant to
say yes. The debate surrounds wanting
to compete and not wanting to expose
players to COVID-19.
“Going back to practice is hard to decide,” Rocha said. “It is frustrating because we want to practice, but I do not

want to have guys risk their own health
for us to play baseball.”
Daniel Pena, Cal State Fullerton University’s baseball club president, spoke
on the risk of COVID-19 extending beyond players on the field and into their
households.
“I know some of my players live with
their parents and grandparents,” Pena
said. “I just don’t want any house to be
jeopardized. It is a hard decision because we don’t want to force the issue of
people being hurt and sick.”
The biggest problem at hand surrounds lack of players for the competitive season. COVID-19 has created
boundaries surrounding club outreach
and recruitment.
“We are only three to five people,”
Patterson said. “It isn’t a matter of will,
but if we will be able to compete. We

can’t even recruit during these times.
We just don’t have the numbers.”
Recruitment and outreach has limited player enrollment. Pena found it
difficult to motivate returning players,
adding that the team’s competitive attitude is down due to the cancellation of
their season.
“A lot of guys graduated,” Pena said.
“Recruiting is going horrible and I have
difficulty contacting my teammates.
They don’t respond to me probably
because there is no effort put into this
season. It’s hard to be competitive when
there is no season to look forward to.”
The meeting between CSU baseball
clubs has solidified the fact that the
spring season remains undecided. Even
if teams were permitted to compete in
the spring, they may be unable to play
due to the lack of players on the field.

Graphic by Sam Papavasiliou
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Aiden Patterson, president of the
USF baseball club, has been facing the
same problems when it comes to creating a game plan to get back on the field.
“They are slowly bringing sports
back into our area. Our university is
not working with us now and they never did,” Patterson said. “Our club is not
allowed to use equipment or fields on
campus. Our club sports representative
has been trying to work with the Athletic
Director but they have not even budged
a little on the issue.”
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Geeks and Beats challenge social injustices
How superheroes
and hip-hop go
hand-in-hand
by Carlos Holguin
There are two forces at work in
pop culture right now, two seemingly polar opposite sides pushing the
envelope of their respective medium.
While on the surface they don’t seem
to mix, it is undeniable that hip-hop
and comic books go together hand-in
hand.
From the early days of Superman’s
appearance in Action Comics #1 back
in 1938, comics conveyed messages that were meant to challenge and
change the reader. Jerry Siegel and
Joe Shuster, sons of Jewish immigrants, created a hero that fought
for the downtrodden and the overlooked. Before the United States entered WWII, Siegel and Shuster were
having Superman fight Nazis and defending people like them.
Heroes and villains from various
publishing companies started to appear along aside the big blue boy
scout. As the decades past, the cast
of characters like Doctor Doom, Luke
Cage, Batman and Wonder Woman

“Your favorite rapper
is a nerd in the best
possible way”
filled pages to the brim with action
and tales to astonish.
Comic books have had highs and
lows like any form of media, gaining
followers and readers, with a cheap
price point. Yet, before breaking out
into the big screen in a meaningful
way, comics were already influencing
the hip-hop scene.
In 1979, The Sugarhill Gang exploded onto the scene with “Rapper’s Delight,” and brought rap to
the masses, and with it, the first of
the comic book references. The Gang
raps against Superman for the chance
to date Lois Lane.
Just like that, the fire was lit. As
the years progressed, artist blurred
the lines even taking on personas,
writing their own comics and starring

Posed photo by Carlos Holguin

in TV shows and films of their favorite heroes.
Now, we have MF Doom taking
on the mask and name of his favorite
Fantastic Four villain and Eminem
dressing up like Robin, to the integration of comic book artists to create iconic album covers for the likes
of Public Enemy hip-hop and comics
share a voice.
Your favorite rapper is a nerd in
the best possible way. The obsession
with pop culture lead to the marriage
of two different mediums of art colliding into a form of self-expression
that is hardly seen.
It’s why Luke Cage listening to
“Bring Da Rukus” by the Wu-Tang
Clan while fighting drug dealers feels
right. Why Run the Jewels used the
popularity their song received from
being featured in the initial trailer
for Marvel’s Black Panther to create a
music video talking about the prison
system.
Through the struggles and triumphs from decades of practice, both
have been able to capture and amplify
the voices of those that feel like they
need to be heard. An empowerment
that can only be created by the tightest of tights and a good bass line.

Easy crockpot chili
by Anthony Aragon
Growing up, I always believed comfort food was exclusive
to the dishes we ate as a family during the holidays. Some of
the fondest memories I have are those of Christmas Eves I
spent devouring savory tamales, bowls of warm menudo and
drinking cups of sweet champurrado with my cousins, while
our parents sat around the adult table conversing about getting older.
I moved to Humboldt County this past January after
spending five years in community college trying to find a
sense of direction for my life. I fell in love with the unique
mystique this region offers. The green blanketed forests that
line the rural coastlines help take my mind away from how
drastically things are changing back home.
Cooking has always been quite intimidating to me. Learning on the job has become the philosophy I’ve adopted after
enduring plenty of meals that tasted less than desirable. One
tool I’ve learned to love is the miniature crockpot my favorite
cousin gifted me last Christmas. This scaled down appliance
was a gag gift and an ode to my underdeveloped skills in the
kitchen.
As the weather begins to cool, my favorite dish to make on
a frigid night is a pot of slow cooked chili. This chili is hearty
and robust in flavor, leaving a warm and satisfied sensation
after every bowl. The savory-bright aroma that fills my apartment every time I make a batch is reminiscent of the delicious
scents that filled the kitchen during holidays with loved ones.
Makes 2-4 servings
What do you need?
1 onion, diced
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 green bell pepper, diced
1 14 oz can of black beans, drained and washed
1/2 cup of canned corn, drained and washed
1 jalapeño, diced
1 cup of canned diced tomatoes, drained
1 package of Lawry’s chili seasoning

2 burritos $15
3 tacos $6
&

Taco Tuesday
$1 tacos

1/2 cup of beef broth
1 pound of ground beef, cooked and drained
First, add all the ingredients into a Crock Pot slow cooker
and stir until thoroughly mixed.
Next, cover and cook on low for eight hours or on high for
four hours.
Afterwards, garnish with shredded cheese and diced onions.
Finally, you can serve the chili with fresh biscuits or cornbread (optional).

